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(a) Text. Let Matrimony, like other sacraments, be
celebrated with honour and reverence, in the daytime and in
face of the Church, not with laughter and jest and contempt.
Moreover, when matrimony is being contracted, let the priests
always enquire thrice, on three Sundays or holydays at in-
tervals, whether the contracting parties are free to marry. If
any priest observe not this rule of Banns, let him not escape
the penalty lately decreed in Council for this offence. Again,
let priests frequently proclaim to those who are about to
marry, under pain of excommunication, that they plight not
their mutual faith except in some open place, publicly, and
in the presence of several persons assembled for that purpose.
(V) Text. Where mutual consent is not, there is no
marriage; therefore, those who give in marriage boys and girls
in their cradles effect nothing, unless each of the children,
having come to years of discretion, consent to the union.
Thus, by the authority of this decree, we do henceforth pro-
hibit the conjunction of children so long as either or both be
not arrived at the age determined by Civil Law and decreed
by Canon Law, unless such an alliance be tolerated under
urgent necessity, for the blessing of peace.
(c) Comment; fi Boys: by this word those are properly
understood who are between the ages of 7 and 14; but here
the word is used of younger children, as appeareth from the
words in tJieir cradles, V Girls, who, the more they grow, the
more expense they cause to their parents. 1F In their cradles.
Such espousals are null, since consent is impossible, If Effect
nothing, that is, so far as matrimony is concerned, nor even
towards espousal, unless, when both are past their 7th year,
it shall appear in word or in deed that they remain in this
intention; for after that time, through such will or consent,
espousals do in fact begin, f Years of discretion. THis must
be understood of the bond of matrimony; for the espousal
would be valid if each of them should remain of the same
mind after the completion of the 7th year, 1T Age. This, for
espousal, is seven years, at which time infancy endeth for both
sexes; for matrimony, the girl must be 12 and the boy 14..
But why is a different age fixed for the two sexes? Placen-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